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Campeador). He was powerful and dangerous. He
had acquired many victories on the Petty Kings, and
had a deep knowledge of intrigues and mischief,
u Banu Hud were the first to bring him to note
invoking his help for the support of their tyranny and
their mischievous faulty plans.    They pushed him into
the provinces of the peninsula where he crushed her
brave knights and planted his banner into the hearts of
her sons, till he acquired great power and his mischief
covered her furthest end."  He goes on to describe the
conquest of Valencia by the Cid as follows : u Razarik
coveted so much the possession of Valencia that he
stationed himself continually in its neighbourhood,
like a lover near his mistress, destroying its provisions
and killing its defenders and bringing in it every woe,
and attacking it on all sides.   Perhaps a lofty summit
which could not be aspired for or attained, and which
moons and suns could not   replace,   was neverthe-
less attained by this tyrant.   This tyrant achieved his
mischievous aim by entering Valencia in the year 88
by one of his treacherous attempts  and  after the
submission of the aforesaid Qadi to his power, and
acknowledging his authority on conditions and alleged
promises which did not long last."   He then resumed
the qualities of the Cid in these strong words: " This
scourge of his time was, through his great courage,
prudence and cruelty, one of God's prodigies/'   Ibn
Bassam goes on to speak of the Almoravide conquest
of Valencia, as already stated. His rhymes and flowery
style did not hinder him from acquiring precision in
events and dates.5
We can then refer in this part of the history of
Christian Spain, to a trustworthy Arab source which is
the sole source of the life of the Cid. We have already
seen that it was the conditions of Muslim Spain, its
raging dissensions and civil wars which p3ved the way
to the victory and glory of the Castillian knight who
was able by his daring and cunning to exploit these